. 5 Main Street, East Berlin 


Corner Main Street and Berlin Street, near Civil War 
monument 


1884 


Emily Cole (1824-1898) & George W. Smith (1824- 
1875) 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 075 
1884 EmilyS. Smith current owner: Joseph & Anita Cataldo Victorian 


Emily S. Smith probably built this house in 1884, when she took out 
a mortgage on land she inherited from her father, George W. Smith. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
Sketch 


1887 current owner: Joseph Cataldo 


Genealogy 


Emily Cole (1824-1898) married in 1852 to George W. Smith (1824-1875) son of Noah Smith & Laura 
Savage. After his death, she built the house at 5 Main Street, East Berlin. In the 1860 census she lived 
with Laura Wilcox who may have been her mother. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 


_FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


20' x 50' 


C) reir 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 
2 1/2 


ONDITION (Stem turals 


O Excellent (x Good 


i) Deteriorated 


__HIST-6 NEW 5/77 Town No.: Site No.: 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT om fyi yis | a ae ie aan 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION H : ios 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 : 
#075 DisTRICT iF NR, SPECIFY ¥ 
é ee eee eee a (cj $s [Jnr O Actual O Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) . 
Emily S. Smith House rn 
= TOWN City VILLAGE COUN 
z Berlin East Berlin Hartford 
E R O NUMBER (and? ur location) 
S| 5 Main Street 17-2/149/1 
x » OWNER(S) OSep s 
&| Cataldo, Anita F. " " East Berlin 06023 Crubtic [X] Privote 
8 PS Use Present Tinstorie) 
Residence Residence 
° ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE VES, EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: [x] Yes a No Yes No 
V OF BUILOIN D ) © TON 
Victorian Vernacular c. 1884 
2 RIALS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) h 
(x) Clapboord O Asbestos Siding cy Brick 0 Popecity) 
{x} Wood Shingle t aasticts Siding 0 Fieldstone 
0 Boord & Batten ia Stucco 0 Cobblestone 
DO Aluminum Concrete Cut stone * 
Siding Type: Type: Brownstone foundation _ 
7 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
(x] Wood frome OD Post and beam Clissitesn 
O Lood bearing masonry O Structural iron or steel 
FD other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF (TY) 
(x) Gable O Flot O Mansard ei Monitor fe] sowtooth 
Other 
z Oj Gombrel O Shed EJ Hip {3 Round (Specify) 
rc (Material) 
= Roll 
Q Oo Wood Shingle Aspholt OD Tin 0 Slote Goble end to the street 
w Other 
© 1d Asphots shiegle (CO) auitews DDFs (Specify) [_] Ridge parallel to the street 


Chatesnn) 


0 Excéllanr ra Good ia Fair 0 Octerioroted 


V3 INTEGRITY (Loe ations (Ale rations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN 
iginol . 
She Lolmeved [X] yes [Jno] Solar panels on roof 
REL O OUTBUILDI OR LAND P URES 


DL) Born ister Cl Garcgs 
0 coriace Be Shop t) Gorden 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


OD Open land eer ix) Residential 
dus- 
‘ O Commerciol Indus D Rural 


O Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


ws Scattered buildings visible from site 


k) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANDO SURROUNDING 


In area of MainStreet with many 19th-century houses. 


+5 ahs 

17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 
The Emily S. Smith House has a three-bay facade with a right entry 
under a flat-roofed shelter on paired jigsawn consoles. Plain pil- 
asters flank the (later) paneled entry door. Windows have wide plain 
board surrounds and are fitted with 6-over-6 sash. There are small 
paired attic lights, staggered-butt shingles in the peak, and a 
molded cornice showing a partial return above a plain frieze. The 
right elevation has a screened-in porch with a cut-out slat railing 
designed to resemble turned balusters. To the rear of the porch is 
the shallow ell. A semi-hexagonal bay featuring round-headed windows 
with molded surrounds projects from the first floor of the ell. The 
ell has a molded cornice with a partial return, but lacks the other 
decorative features of the front gable. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR RCHI URAL IMPOR NCE 


The Emily S. Smith House is architecturally significant as a good 
example of Victorian Vernacular architecture, which owes its dis- 
tinctive appearance to the extensive use of ornamental woodwork. 
The jigsawn consoles of the entry hood, the decorative shingles of 
the peak, and the round-headed windows with their molded surrounds 
are all typical of the decorative features made affordable by 
19th-century innovations in wood-shaping technology. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Emily S. Smith probably built this house in 1884, when she took out 
a mortgage on land she inherited from her father, George W. Smith. 
She owned the house until her death in 1899 at age 74. 


1880 Census 
Berlin Land Records 46:408 (1899) 
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